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Resident 
Minister
Rev. Matt Hamasaki Since I am spending a good amount of time entertaining a young child, to my own 

surprise and delight, I have rediscovered things from my own childhood to aid me. 
One of those things has been Japanese songs that I had learned over the years from 

various places, whether it was at temple or at school or at gakkou that I attended during 
summer where I eventually helped out the music teacher so probably heard more 
Japanese children’s songs than the average attendee.
As a child these songs were mostly just sounds set to melody that I had to remember, 
but as an adult who has studied some Japanese, I began to understand the meaning 
of the songs. Just like English children’s songs, sometimes it’s just nonsense and 
sometimes there is a reference to a story. And sometimes, there is a much deeper 
meaning to very simple songs.
One such song that I had been fond of but am now much more fond of is called “Zou-
san” which can be roughly translated as “young elephant” or “little elephant.” The first 
verse goes (in my weak translation) “Little Elephant, Little Elephant/You have a long 
nose, huh?”/ “Yes, I do!/ It is long, just like my mother’s.” And the second verse goes 
“Little Elephant, Little Elephant/Is there someone that you like?”/ “Well you see, /I 
like my mother!”
As you can see, it is a very simple song and at first, to me, it seemed a bit obvious (a bit 
on the nose?) as elephants have long noses and they would have long noses from their 



February 2021	 Sacramento Betsuin SANGHA	 Vol. 58 No. 2  Page 2

Resident 
Minister
(Continued)

President’s 
Message
Gordon L. Nitta

Sacramento 
Buddhist 
Women’s 
Association
Barbara Nakatomi
President

Reverend Matt Hamasaki
(916) 926-2221
RevMatt@buddhistchurch.org

Sangha Staff
Editor (English)     Cliff Adams
Editor (Japanese)   Katsuko
	 Hirota

Contributing Reporters
President	 Gordon Nitta
SBWA	 Barbara
	 Nakatomi
Legacy Fund	 Gayle Kono
Boy Scouts	 Nicholas Lee
Girl Scouts	 Karen Kurasaki
ABA	 Keiko Jean 
	 Kashiwada
Sakura Gakuen	 Masako
	 Thomas
Memories	 Randall Ishida

parents because of what we learned in biology in middle school about passing down 
traits.
However, in looking into the meaning behind the song, it actually is much deeper 
than that. From the perspective of another animal, an elephant would look strange 
with such a different nose. But when asked about it, instead of responding insecurely 
or ashamedly, the young elephant is proud to have its long nose and loves its mother 
for giving them that nose. The purpose of the song is to hopefully instill the same self-
confidence that the elephant has in its appearance in young children.
As Buddhists (and also perhaps as Japanese Americans) we are taught not to be 
boastful almost to the point of self-depreciation. There’s also a culture of not being too 
individualistic because the “nail that sticks out gets the hammer.” And while I agree 
that we shouldn’t emphasize ourselves to the point that we get arrogant or that it ends 
up hurting others, there is an importance in Buddhism for us to accept and appreciate 
our individuality.
When we try to see the world with our Dharma Eyes, we try to see the world as Amida 
Buddha sees it. Amida Buddha sees all living beings and accepts them as they are, 
loves them as they are. It is quite difficult for us to be the same way constantly, but it is 
important for us to strive to get there. At the same time, it is vital for us to see ourselves 
in the same kind of light. To say to ourselves, “I love you as you are, you are great the 
way you are.” And hopefully with enough reflection, to get to the point of saying, “I’m 
glad I was born myself!”
It is an important message for children to hear at a young age, but it is also applicable 
to people of all ages. As an adult, I can see now how often I thought so little of myself 
when I recognize that I was actually very lucky. It is through the nembutsu teaching 
and my own self-reflection that I am able to see how my experiences have been of great 
benefit to me. And hopefully if everyone else tries to see the world and themselves as 
Amida Buddha sees them, we can all be just like the Little Elephant.

This is the second month of the new hopeful year, 2021. The distribution of the 
COVID vaccine has given us hope that once again we will all return to meeting 
each other in person in the temple. By the time you receive your February Sangha, 

some of you will have received your first injection of the vaccine and possibly a few will 
have received their second injection. A few snags have slowed down the vaccination 
process, but we are encouraged that this year we will be back at church.
We are looking forward to seeing everyone back in church in the fall, but just in case 
knocking this COVID pandemic out is going to take more time, our Virtual Bazaar 
Committee — Karen Adachi, Stuart Ito and Koichi Mizushima — are in the planning 
stages so we are prepared to have another successful alternative to our in-person 
Bazaar.
This year’s Betsuin elected officials are:
•	 President:		  Gordon L Nitta
•	 President-Elect:	 Karen Adachi
•	 Treasurer:		  Cheryl Inouye
•	 Secretary:		  Carol Tamai
•	 Auditors:		  Sandy Kataoka Fong
				    Marty Sakata
				    Michael Watanabe
Let’s not let our guard down and be COVID safe.

While we are still experiencing pandemic measures in our community, many of 
us are creating a new normal for us to stay connected. On Sunday, February 
14 at 11 a.m., we are having a virtual Women of Jodo Shinshu service. We are 

honored to have Reverend Patti Oshita as our guest speaker. The four ladies we will 
memorialize are Lady Eshinni, wife of Shinran Shonin; Lady Kukushinni, daughter of 
Shinran and Eshinni; Lady Takeko Kujo, daughter of the 21st Gomonshu and founder 
of the Fujinkai; Lady Yoshiko Ohtani, wife of the 23rd Gomonshu, who revived 
the Fujinkai association after World War II. We will also recognize the SBWA’s past 
presidents from 1961 to 2021. Members will receive an email or letter advising how 
to connect on an electronic device. If you are not an SBWA member and would like to 
request the Zoom link to the service, please email SBWA2020@gmail.com.
SBWA would like to thank Girl Scout Troop 569-36 for the special “thinking of you” 
cards they are making and sending to our members who are 80 years and over. We 
thank the fifth graders — Lauren, Ella, Lily, Karley, Hannah, Sienna and Sydney — for 
their beautiful artwork. Their leader is Leslie Kaneko. THANK YOU, Young Women of 
Jodo Shinshu!
Please continue to stay safe during this pandemic. I know Kaiser is responding to 
members who wish to get the vaccine. I emailed my doctor and was contacted for an 
appointment right away. Please be vigilant to maintain your health and check with your 
health care advisers for further information.
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Legacy 
Endowment 
Fund
Gayle M. Kono

As we enter the 11th month of shelter-in-place and face the dreary winter 
months ahead, some of us may feel isolated and alone. The tale of Karana in 
the children’s book Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O’Dell may give us some 

perspective to make our situation more tolerable.
Long, long ago, a 12-year-old girl named Karana found herself alone on an island. How 
did this happen? As she and her tribe were sailing away to a place of safety, she saw 
that her little brother, Ramo, had been left behind. He had gone back to get his favorite 
spear and literally missed the boat. She begged the captain to go back for Ramo, but 
the captain refused, saying he wanted to beat the storm and get the tribe safely to their 
destination. He would send a boat for him later. Karana jumped off the ship and swam 
back to the island to stay with her little brother. It wasn’t long before Ramo was killed 
by a pack of wild dogs and Karana was all alone.
Karana vowed to avenge her brother’s death. She wounded the leader of the pack and 
was about to finish him off, but just couldn’t do it. Instead, she nursed him back to 
health and tamed him. The dog became her constant companion. Other animals became 
her friends and she realized she could not hunt and kill them. Day after day, she waited 
for the ship to return for her. She even tried to make her own boat to leave the island but 
it quickly filled with water. When a ship finally approaches the island, she dons her best 
dress, gathers her belongings and waits for it to take her from the island.
In the epilogue, we learn that this was based on a true story in the 1800s and the girl 
had been alone on one of the Channel Islands for 17 years. While reading the book, I 
thought, “That stinker of a little brother. It’s all his fault she had to fend for herself. If 
he hadn’t missed the boat, her life would have been so much different.” But then we 
learn that the reason no one came back for her was because her tribe had perished in the 
storm. She was the sole survivor — all because of her naughty little brother.
Karana’s ingenuity, her calm acceptance of what she could not change, and the feeling 
of oneness with the world around her enabled her to live on the island alone. If we can 
realize we are all connected, a whole new world opens up to us. 
We can still meet with each other virtually, by phone, or from a safe distance. 
Volunteering and being of service to others are good antidotes for loneliness. Regret, 
blame and anger are wasted energy. Instead of obsessing over the past or worrying 
about the future, let’s try to enjoy the present, for it is truly a gift. If we cannot do that, 
let’s try to be open to what we can learn from this experience. We will get through this 
together, resilient and with new perspectives.
Do you have an idea for a project to share the Dharma? It might be a symposium or 
webinar you want to organize; or perhaps you want to attend a virtual conference. 
Legacy Endowment Fund may be able to help with the cost. Please see the church’s 
website for a fund request form. Thank you to all who have contributed to this fund.

Traditionally, family memorial services are held for loved ones on designated 
anniversaries. These are precious occasions to honor the treasured memories of 
our beloved ones and to realize how fortunate we are to be embraced by Amida 

Buddha’s light of wisdom and life of compassion.

2021 Family 
Memorial 
Service 
Schedule Year of Death		     2021 Memorial

	 2020...................................................1 year
	 2019...................................................3 year
	 2015...................................................7 year
	 2009...................................................13 year
	 2005...................................................17 year

Year of Death		     2021 Memorial

	 1997...................................................25 year
	 1989...................................................33 year
	 1972...................................................50 year
	 1922...................................................100 year

Condolences to
the Families Of

Georgette Imura...................... October 18, 1943–December 17, 2020
Joichi Nishisaki............................ July 17, 1921–December 28, 2020
Shigetaka Ernest Kato....December 18, 1940–December 28, 2020
Ben Mayeda..................................August 21, 1930–January 1, 2021
Miyuki Inenaga.............................. March 8, 1935–January 5, 2021

Your individual Annual Giving Report for donations made to the Buddhist Church 
of Sacramento in 2020 will be available BY REQUEST. To make a request, please 
send an email to: SacBetsuinReport@buddhistchurch.org. You can also call the office 

at (916) 446-0121, and leave a voicemail message for us. Please allow 7 business days 
from the acknowledgment of your request for processing.

Annual Giving 
Reports
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Welcome New Members

Tracy Doolittle
Kendra Johnson

KC Kellam
Bill Taylor & MaryLynn Perry
Nicole Whiting & John Martin
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Join us for these friendly, informative sessions. Ask questions and learn about steps 
you can take to ensure a healthy and happy life for yourself and those around you!

Please sign up at BetsuinPrograms@buddhistchurch.org
Buddhist Church of Sacramento, 2401 Riverside Blvd., Sacramento, CA 95818-2233

Thursday Night 
Medical Series:
‘Living Each 
Day Well’

The Healing Strength of Caring:

Japanese American
Buddhist Activism

Thursday, February 18, 2021 — 6:30 p.m.

Zoom

Health in Humanitarian Crises 
and COVID-19 Response

Thursday, March 18, 2021 — 6:30 p.m.

Zoom

Dr. Jolene Nakao
Medical Epidemiologist

Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC)

Naomi Nakano Matsumoto
Senior Director of

Social Justice
YWCA

Licensed Clinical Social 
Worker (LCSW)

and

Devon Matsumoto
Fresh Lifelines for Youth, 
Leadership and Middle 

Schools Program Coordinator
Master of Social Work (MSW)
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The Adult Buddhist Association (ABA) is complying with the COVID stay-at-home 
guidelines and has canceled all its social activities for the year. Our organization 
will continue to contribute toward the Betsuin’s annual educational award and 

ABA’s Community Service Award. Our new Scholarship and Education Committee 
chairman, Wayne Kurahara, will contact this year’s graduating high school seniors to 
encourage the students to apply for these awards. If you are graduating this year or 
you know any soon-to-be high school graduates, please email me at ksjkash@aol.com 
and provide your contact information. We hope that many students will apply for these 
monetary awards as the cost of college continues to rise.
During this pandemic, the ABA members wish the best for you and your families. 
We urge everyone to follow the stay-at-home guidelines for your safety and for the 
protection of others, and go out only for essential services. Please check in on people 
who live alone. They will appreciate a call or even a short note. If assistance is needed, 
please contact ABA President Jean Kashiwada at (916) 392-0958 or ksjkash@aol.com, and/
or Vice President John Yoshikawa at (916) 383-4755 or spyron@aol.com. We will do our 
best to find a resource or an ABA member or two to assist.
The ABA telephone tree will continue to communicate online events, virtual programs 
and fundraising activities by other Northern California temples. Even though the 
Sacramento Betsuin is closed, ongoing monthly expenses continue. Therefore, the 
Betsuin appreciates every donation to the General Fund or Legacy Endowment Fund.
Many temple improvements are being made. Touchless faucets have been installed in 
the women’s and men’s restrooms; new office windows will be installed; the carpet will 
be replaced in the bridal changing room and the minister assistants room. The Betsuin 
will be ready to welcome back the congregation when it is safe to do so.
Through our Buddhistic teachings, we have learned compassion, patience, kindness 
and understanding. These teachings will get us through this challenging time. Stay safe, 
wear your masks, and practice social distancing.

Troop 50 is staying active in these unprecedented times. With COVID guidelines 
and restrictions in place, Troop 50 has been adapting by holding virtual Troop 
meetings and Troop outings. 

Utilizing Zoom, Troop 50 has been able to host two virtual meetings a month, parent 
meetings, courts of honor and even the occasional virtual outing.
The Scouts have been staying positive and making the best of the situation by playing 
online games such as Among Us and Kahoot! The Scouts have also participated in 
virtual Escape Rooms that have been both fun and challenging.
For the virtual outings, Troop 50 went to Bodega Bay. The outings were conducted on 
Zoom. Scouts were expected to host opening flag ceremonies, work on merit badges, 
cook and close the day with flags as if they were really at camp. 
With no timeline on when things will return to normal, Scouts are maintaining a 
positive attitude and will continue to adapt and make the best of the situation.

Boy Scout 
Troop 50
Nicholas Lee

January 8 was the official start of Girl Scout cookie sales. This year, due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Girl Scout Troop 569 decided to move forward with online 
sales only. Over the course of a typical cookie sales season, there are multiple

      opportunities for in-person contact, which was a serious health and safety concern 
for us this year.
Aside from the most obvious — that is, Girl Scouts taking in-person orders from family, 
friends and neighbors, and doing booth sales at store fronts — there is also in-person 
contact for behind-the-scenes tasks.
For instance, cookie managers and parent volunteers from every troop pick up cookies 
for their entire troop at the “Megadrop,” which in past years was held at places like 
Raley Field and Cal Expo because of the massive number of boxes sold by Girl Scouts in 
our region. The Megadrop is quite an operation, with many, many volunteers loading 
cases of cookies into vehicles. 
Cookie managers then use their homes to sort and distribute the cookies to the scouts in 
their respective troops. Needless to say, even with masks, the risk seemed too great and 
ensuring the safety of our scouts and families guided the decision to do online sales.
We would like to express our appreciation for 569 leadership who thoughtfully 
discussed and deliberated the options. It was a big decision because cookie sales are the 
main fundraiser activity for Girl Scouts.
So, need a box of Thin Mints? Or, perhaps Peanut Butter Sandwich or another one of the 
scrumptious flavors is your fav. Don’t despair. Betsuin Troop 569 Girl Scouts are taking 
online orders. There is a shipping fee. The good news is that the more boxes you order, 
the less you pay for shipping! And, there is a new cookie flavor this year — Toast-Yay — 
which is a French toast-inspired cookie dipped in delicious icing. Yum!

Girl Scout 
Troop 569
Karen Kurasaki

Adult Buddhist 
Association
Keiko Jean Kashiwada
ABA President

Articles for the Sangha are due 
on the 15th of each month. 
Late articles will be published 
in the following month’s issue.
When sending articles by 
email, please send email to: 
Sangha@buddhistchurch.org 
with a cc to: betsuinoffice@
buddhistchurch.org and 
inform the church office at 
(916) 446-0121. Please include 
the author’s name. Thank you.
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Monthly Thursday Night 
Buddhist Class

with

Rev. Matt Hamasaki

“Shinran’s Lamp”
Discussion on Shinjin and Mattosho

(Letters of Shinran Shonin)

6:30 p.m.–7:30 p.m. via Zoom
January 28, February 25, March 25,

April 29, May 27, June 24

Please RSVP to BetsuinPrograms@buddhistchurch.org

Buddhist Church of Sacramento,
2401 Riverside Blvd., Sacramento, CA 95818

Monthly 
Thursday Night 
Buddhist Class

It’s sad…. You remember the mom and pop stores when growing up. You go past 
and now it is what was once. This pandemic has taken a toll for many family-owned 
businesses. Today, many have closed their doors or reopened, but then some have 

relocated.
The Japanese Americans had a tough time after World War II and at that time were just 
being discharged from the relocation camps. They had to scramble and look for skilled 
jobs.
During that time there were changes just like the ones we have today. We have to accept 
these refashionings as the Nisei and Issei had to endure at that time. We complain today, 
but one day we will look back and reminisce and maybe laugh about what we have 
endured and gone through these last few months.
There are many fond memories — like when I was young, standing on the corner of 4th 
and Capitol from where my grandparents’ KN Market once stood and looking at the 
Tower Bridge. I thought it was the Golden Gate Bridge. 
How about going to the Yorozu on 13th Street in downtown Sacramento. It sold 
Japanese products and distributed Japanese reading periodicals to the working Issei 
throughout North America. 
Osaka-ya, a small manju shop, relocated to its current larger location that was once the 
Senator Fish Market.
Then there was Ouye’s Pharmacy. I remember picking up a prescription for my uncle. 
I liked looking at the nicknacks at the store. One day he gave me money to buy a small 
first Christmas gift for my cousin. 
I remember Wakanoura Restaurant had a lot of good meals and banquets.
We will reminisce about these moments. Our grandparents and parents put Sacramento 
on the map. Their legacy will live for a lifetime as long we can commemorate the 
memories.
As Buddhists we have to understand nothing is permanent. Things have changed to 
make our society function in this COVID-19 stay home order and with the new healthy 
protocol. Things will be strict. 
Many years from now, we will look back and say we pulled through and survived. We 
should continue to support the independent mom and pop venues that still exist and 
survived. 
Some are gone and some have stayed for many decades, like Kiyo’s Florals and Oto’s 
Marketplace, and without their presence, you wonder where would we be now.

Do You 
Remember?
Randall Ishida

Office Manager

Cindy Kitade
Office Project 
Coordinator

Jennifer Nitta
Front Office 
Coordinator

Mika Matayoshi
Front Desk Staff

Kellie Morioka Sato
Betsuin Office

(916) 446-0121
Sangha Helpers

Cindy Kitade
Mika Matayoshi
Kellie Morioka Sato
Jennifer Nitta
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Thanks to all of you who have been sending in or paying your 2021 Membership 
Dues online. As you have read in the Sangha before, membership dues provide 
about one-third of our annual operating budget. Next month, we will publish 

names of those whose 2021 dues have been received by 2/15/2021.
However, I would like to take this slightly belated opportunity to thank all of you for 
your membership in 2020. It was a year that will certainly always be viewed as one 
of the most challenging for the Betsuin and, at the same time, one where our sangha 
provided unprecedented support to our temple. On behalf of the Board of Trustees 
and our Ministerial Staff, I would like to extend my deepest gratitude to the following 
(*Denotes Kansha Membership):

2020 Sangha 
Members
Gordon Nitta

Mr. & Mrs. Derrick Adachi
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Adachi
Mr. Clifford Adams & Ms. 

Ann Amioka*
Mrs. Evelyn Akiyama
Mrs. Lucy Akiyama
Mr. Scott Alden & Ms. May 

Masunaga
Mr. Anthonee Alforque & Ms. 

Mei Chin
Mrs. Mary Amemiya
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Amioka*
Karyn Ariyasu Ito
Ms. Yoshiko Baba*
Ms. Jennifer Baldwin & Mr. 

Matthew Baldwin
Mrs. Wendy Bartlett
Dr. Tristan Brown & Dr. Mary 

McCune
Mrs. Judy Matsuo Caffrey
Ms. Cynthia Castle Martin
Mrs. Susan Chow
Mr. David Clark
Mrs. Norah Daffin
Mrs. Yoshiko Daikai
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce De Camp
Mr. Paul Del Bene & Ms. 

Gayle Kyhos
Mrs. Marion Dietzen
Ms. Cynthia Dimand & Dr. 

Robert Dimand*
Mr. Michael Dishno & Dr. 

Marleen Masuoka*
Emiko Dote
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Egi
Ms. Krysty Emery
Mitzi Erath
Dr. & Mrs. Charlie Espy
Mr. Dale Firth & Mrs. Gayle 

Okamoto-Firth
Ms. Lorna Fong
Mrs. Meri Fong
Ms. Valerie Fong
Mrs. Naomi Friebert
Mr. Darrell Fujii
Mr. & Mrs. Gilbert Fujii
Mr. & Mrs. Mort Fujii
Mrs. Toshiye Fujikawa
Mr. Steven Fujimori
Mr. John Fujimoto & Mrs. 

Kristi Omoto
Ms. Amy Fujishige
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Fujishima
Mr. Chi Fukui
Mr. David Fukui
Mrs. Carole Fukumoto
Ms. Sadako Furuike
Dr. Kenneth Furukawa & Ms. 

Leilani M. Ito
Mrs. Shiyoko Futaba
Mr. & Mrs. Kelly Gartman
Drs. David Gellerman & 

Shannon Suo
Mr. & Mrs. Creston Goi
Mrs. Tessie Goi
Mrs. Gerry Goishi
Mrs. Teruko Goto
Carolyn Guro
Ms. Mary Gutierrez

Mrs. Denise Ham
Mr. & Mrs. Gary 

Hamamoto*
Mr. & Mrs. Harry 

Hamamoto
Mr. & Mrs. Max Hamamoto
Ms. Naomi Hamamoto
Mr. Steven Hamamoto
Mr. & Mrs. Donald 

Hamasaki
Mrs. Seiko Hara
Eileen Haramoto
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Harano
Mr. & Mrs. Hideyo 

Hashimoto
Irene Hashimoto
Drs. Jonathan & Kami 

Hashimoto
Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth 

Hashimoto
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis 

Hashimoto*
Mr. & Mrs. James Hashisaka
Mr. & Mrs. John Hatanaka
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Hatano
Mrs. Grace Hatano
Mr. & Mrs. James Hattori
Mrs. Hiroko Hayashi*
Mrs. June Hayashi
Ms. Ruth Hayashi*
Mr. & Mrs. Michael 

Hayashida
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Henry
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Higa
Mr. Michael Higaki
Mr. & Mrs. Karl Hirai
Mrs. Teruko Hirakida
Mrs. Kikuye Hirohata
Dr. Ronald Hirohata
Mrs. Sachi Hiromoto
Mrs. Tokie Hironaka
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Hisamoto
The Late Mr. Yosh Hokama 

& Mrs. Esther Hokama
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Honda
Mr. Toru Honda
Mr. Wayne Horita
Mr. & Mrs. Allan Hoshida
Mr. & Mrs. Leslie Manzano 

Hoshida
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Hosokawa
Dr. & Mrs. Luong Huynh
Mr. Sherman Iida
Mr. & Mrs. Derek Ikami
Mr. & Mrs. David Ikemoto
Mr. Thomas Ikemoto
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Ikemoto
Mr. Ronald Ikemoto
Mrs. Tsuyuko Ikemoto
Mrs. Sanaye Imajo
Mr. Naoto Imamura
Mr. & Mrs. Aaron Imura
Mr. Roy Imura &The Late 

Mrs. Georgette Imura
Ms. Gloria Inaba
Mr. & Mrs. Harley Inaba
Dr. Michel Inaba
Mrs. Rieko Inaba
Mr. & Mrs. Geoffrey Inenaga

Mr. George Inenaga & The 
Late Mrs. Miyuki Inenaga

Mrs. Cheryl Inouye*
Mr. Harry Inouye
J. K. Inouye
Mr. & Mrs. William Inouye*
Mrs. Mitzi Inouye Nakashima
Mrs. Gladys Irokawa
Mrs. Minnie Iseri
Mr. Takuhei Iseri
Mr. Brent Ishida
Mr. Randall Ishida
Ms. Meriko Ishigaki
Ms. Kristina Ishihara
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Ishihara
Mr. & Mrs. Curtis Ishii
Mr. & Mrs. Allen Ishimoto
Mrs. Emiko Ishimoto
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Ishimoto
Mrs. Kathryn Ishimoto
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Ishimoto
Mr. & Mrs. Denis Ishisaka
Mrs. Sachiyo Ishisaka
Mr. John Itagaki & The Late 

Mrs. Marlene Itagaki*
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Itagaki
Mr. & Mrs. David Ito
Mr. Edward Ito
Mrs. Ellen Ito
Mr. Gregory Ito
Mrs. Kathleen Ito
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Ito*
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Ito
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Ito
Mr. & Mrs. Stan Ito
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Ito
Mr. Stuart Ito*
Mr. Ted Ito
Ms. Sharon Ito & Mr. George 

Warren*
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Itogawa
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Itow
Mr. & Mrs. Kent Iwamura
The Late Mrs. Hisako Rose 

Iwasa
Mrs. Ritsuko Iwasa
Ms. Phyllis  Iwasaki
Mr. Randell H. Iwasaki
Mrs. Tsuna Iwata
Mr. & Mrs. Jon Izumi
Ms. Maureen Jenks
Mr. Stephen Jiang
Mr. & Mrs. Clinton Jung
Mrs. Alice Kado
Mrs. Dorothy S. Kadokawa
Mrs. Teruko Kagiyama
Mr. Richard Kai
Mrs. Saoko Kaita
Mr. & Mrs. Randy Kajioka
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Kakigi
Mr. Kenneth Kamada
Mrs. Toki A. Kamezaki
Mr. Roger Geoffroy & Mrs. 

Betty Kaneko
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Kaneko
Mrs. Mae Kaneko
Ms. Teresa Kaneko
Mr. & Mrs. Yuji Kaneko
Mr. Frank Kashiwada
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2020 Sangha 
Members
(Continued)

Mr. & Mrs. Richard 
Kashiwada

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen 
Kashiwada

The Late Mr. George 
Kashiwagi & Mrs. Amiko 
Kashiwagi

Mr. & Mrs. Kerry Kashiwagi
Mrs. Betty Kashiwahara
Mrs. Alice Kataoka
Ms. Lynne M. Kataoka*
Mr. David Fong & Ms. Sandra 

Kataoka-Fong*
Mr. & Mrs. Kobi Katayanagi
Mr. Michael Katayanagi
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Kato
Ms. Leigh Ann Kato
Mr. & Mrs. Leland Kato
Mrs. Jane Kauble
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Kawada
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Kawahata, 

Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Hachi Kawakami*
Mr. & Mrs. Hodge Kawakami
Mrs. Elsie M. Kawamoto
Dr. James D. Kawamoto
Mrs. Teruko Kawamoto
Mrs. Toshiye Kawamura*
Mr. James Kawano
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Kawaye
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Keikoan
The Late Mrs. Fumie 

Keikoan-Satake
Mr. & Mrs. Shigeo Kihara
Mr. Gary Kikumoto
Mr. & Mrs. David Kimura
Ms. Emiko Kimura
Ms. Utako Kimura
Mr. Ford Kinoshita
Mrs. Irene Kishaba
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Kishi
Mrs. Mitsuko Kitade
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Kitade
Mrs. Nancy Kitagawa
Ms. Rosemary Kitaoka
Mrs. Ayako Kiyama
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Kiyama
Mr. & Mrs. Isamu Kobata
Ms. Yaeko Kobata
Mr. Masaaki Kobayashi
Mrs. Katherine Koga*
Mrs. Tomiko Kohaya
Mrs. Jane Komure
Ms. Gayle Kono*
Mr. & Mrs. Akira Kosaka
Mrs. Grace Kotani
Mr. Steve Kotani
Mr. & Mrs. John Koyama
Mrs. Alma Koyasako
Mr. Steven Koyasako 
Mr. Hiroshi Kubochi
Mrs. Teruyo Kunibe
Mr. & Mrs. Rodney Kunisaki
Mr. & Mrs. Maynard 

Kurahara
Mrs. Reiko Kurahara
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Kurahara
Mrs. June Kurano
Dr. Karen Kurasaki
Mrs. Gail Kurihara
Mrs. Doris Kuroko
Mrs. Masako Kurotori
Mr. Akito Kushida
Mr. Fred Kushida
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Kushida
Ms. Miko Kuwabara
Ms. Mary Ann Kuwamoto
Mr. Minh La & Mrs. Lisa 

Ohara
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Lau
Ms. Erin Leight & Mr. Daryl 

Moore

Mrs. Cathy Lemelin*
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Lew
Mr. & Mrs. Kan Louie
Mr. & Mrs. Dale Louie
Mr. & Mrs. Lyman Lum
Ms. Keiko Makishima
Mrs. Emmie Makishima
Mr. Harvey Makishima*
Mrs. Kazuko Makishima
Mrs. Teruko Makishima
Ms. Jane Maruyama
Mr. Mervin Maruyama*
Mrs. Emi Masaki
Mr. & Mrs. Ross Masaki
Mr. & Mrs. Tomio Masaki
Mrs. Ellen Maseba
Mr. Steve Masuda
Ms. Kimiko Masunaga
Ms. Chiyeko Masuoka
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory 

Matayoshi
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Matsuda
Mrs. Marcia Matsuda*
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Matsuda
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Matsumoto
Mrs. Pat Matsumoto
Mr. Mickey Matsumoto
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy 

Matsumoto
Mrs. Teruko Matsumura
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis 

Matsunami
Mrs. Teiko Matsuo
Mrs. Edith Matsuoka
Mr. & Mrs. Darrel Matsuura
Mr. & Mrs. Toshio Matsuura
Mr. Ben Mayeda
Mr. & Mrs. Brion McGinness
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick 

McLafferty
Mr. Steven Ross & Mrs. 

Heather Mendez Ross
Mrs. Masako Minamide
Mr. Edward Miura
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Miura
Mr. Ronald H. Miura
Mrs. Shizu Miura
Mr. Steve Miura
Mr. Takashi Miura
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Miwa
Mr. Eddie Miyamoto
Ms. Naomi Miyao*
Mrs. Peggy Miyata*
Mr. Yoshiaki Mizuki
Mr. & Mrs. Koichi 

Mizushima
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Montano
Mr. Tadashi Moody & Mrs. 

Suzanne Shimoyama
Mr. Brian Mori & Mrs. 

Laurie Yamada-Mori
Mr. & Mrs. Randall Mori
Mrs. Tomako Mori
Ms. Kristi Morioka*
Mr. Takao Morisawa
Mrs. Yoshiko Morisawa
Ms. Margaret Morita
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Morita
Mrs. Sumie Morita
Mrs. Yoshiye Morita
Mr. Frank Mouton
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Murai*
Mrs. Janice Muraki*
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Muramoto
Mr. Dennis Muramoto
Mr. Gary Muramoto
Mrs. Mitzie Muramoto
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald 

Muranaka
Mrs. Virginia Muraoka
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Murata

Mrs. Yuki Myers*
Mrs. Irene Nabeta-Yee
Mrs. Lorraine Nagae
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Nagai
Noreen M. Nagao
Mrs. Rose Nagao
Mr. & Mrs. Masayuki Nagata
Mrs. Fumiye Nakagaki
Mr. & Mrs. Kiyoshi 

Nakagawa
Mrs. Laura Nakagawa
Mr. & Mrs. Calvin Nakamoto
The Late Mr. Yoshiako 

Nakamoto & Mrs. Kiyoko 
Nakamoto

Mrs. Keiko Nakamura
Mrs. Bessie Nakano
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Nakano
Mr. Wayne Nakano*
Mrs. Grace Nakao
Mr. Eddie Nakashima
Mr. Craig Nakata
Mrs. Mar Nakata
Mrs. Barbara Nakatomi*
Mrs. Bette Nakatomi
Mrs. Betty Nakayama
Mrs. Arlyne Namba
Mr. Mike Namba*
Mrs. Tammy Nestal
Mr. Long Nguyen & Ms. 

Elizabeth Giles
Mr. Mark Nguyen & Mrs. 

Deanna Truong
Mr. Gary Nishi & Ms. Jan 

Nishikawa
Mrs. June Nishikawa
Mr. Rod Nishikawa
Mr. Yutaka Nishikawa
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Nishimi
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Nishimoto
Mr. & Mrs. Koji Nishimoto
Mr. Toshio Nishimoto
Mr. & Mrs. James Nishimura
Mrs. Joanne Nishimura
Mrs. Lois C. Nishimura
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond 

Nishimura
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas 

Nishimura
Ms. Sandy Nishimura-Yee & 

Mr. Edmund Yee
Mr. & Mrs. Wilfred Nishina
Mrs. Aileen Nishio
Mrs. Sandi Nishio
Mr. Mikio Nishioka
Mr. Craig Nishite
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Nitta
Mr. Alan Nobunaga & Mrs. 

Annette Sato
Mr. & Mrs. Austin Nodohara
Mrs. Sachiko Nodohara
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Noguchi
Mrs. Keri Nomura
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Ogata
Mrs. Sheila Ogawa
Mr. & Mrs. Shig Ohara
Mr. & Mrs. William Ohara
Mr. Ron Ohta
Mr. & Mrs. Shige Okada
Mrs. Donna Okamoto
Mr. & Mrs. Eiichi Okamoto
Mr. Mitch Okamoto
Mr. Richard Okamoto
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Okasaki
The Late Mrs. Mrs. Yukie 

Okasaki
Mrs. Barbara Oki
Mr. Tom Okimoto
Mr. & Mrs. James Okimura
Mrs. Harue Okino
Ms. Joy Okubo
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Okumura
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2020 Sangha 
Members
(Continued)

Ms. Kathi Omoto & Mr. 
Michael Goto

Mr. Mitsuo Omoto & The Late 
Mrs. Miyoko Omoto

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Onga
Mrs. Teruko Ono
Mr. & Mrs. Dilford Onodera
Mary Orite
The Late Mrs. Haruye Osaki
Mrs. Misako Oshiro
Reverends Bob & Patti Oshita
Mr. & Mrs. Hitoshi Ota
Mr. Michael Ota
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Ota
Mr. & Mrs. Tsutomu Ota
Mr. & Mrs. Darryl Otani
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Otani
Yvonne Otani-Sahit & Gasem 

Sahit*
Mrs. Mieko Oto
Mrs. Mollie Oto
Mr. & Mrs. Russell Oto
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Otsuji*
Ms. Janice Ouchida
Ms. Joan Ouchida
Mrs. Sylvia Ouchida
Mr. David Pacheco
Audrey Pan & Richard 

Campbell
Mr. & Mrs. Michael 

Rademaker
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Raisner
Ms. Emily Rishe
Dr. Heather R. Roberts
Helen Rohr & Erika Luke
The Late Mrs. Kimi Sagara
Dr. Robert Sahara
Ms. Darlene Saito
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Sakai
Ms. Helen Sakaishi
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Sakamoto
Ms. Donna Sakamoto
Mrs. Judy Sakamoto
Ms. Michiyo Sakamoto
Mrs. Esther T. Sakata
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Sakata
Ms. Arlene Sakazaki
Ms. Hideko Sakazaki
Mr. & Mrs. Shoya Sakazaki
Mrs. Betsie Sanui
Mrs. Joyce Sasaki
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Sasaki
Mr. Albert Sasamoto
Mrs. Gertrude Sato
The Sato Family
Mrs. Sachiko Sawada
Ms. Shirley Sekeres
Mr. & Mrs. Hidenori Seki
Mr. & Mrs. Akio Seo
Mr. & Mrs. Derek Seo
Mrs. Martha Shibata
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Shigaki
Mrs. Muroko Shijo
Mr. James Shimada
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Shimada
Ms. Mari Lynn Shimamoto
Mr.& Mrs. Stephen Shimane
Mrs. Alice Shimizu
Mr. Asayuki Shimizu
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Shimizu
Mr. & Mrs. Tomio Shimizu
Ms. Yotsuko Shimizu
Mr. Ben Shimomura
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Shimono
Mrs. Dennis Shimosaka
Jacie Shimosaka
Jordan Shimosaka
Mr. Mitsukuni Shinohara

Mr. & Mrs. Kazuaki 
Shintaku

Mrs. Martha Shintaku
Mr. Ron Shintaku
Mr. & Mrs. David Shiomoto
Mr. Ken Shiomoto
Mr. & Mrs. Tracy Shirasago
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Shironaka
Ms. Deanna Lee Simmons
Mr. Alexander Smith & Mrs. 

Casey Callahan
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Smith
Mrs. Laura SooHoo
The Late Mrs. Margo 

Sugiyama
Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth Sumida
Teruko Sumida
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Sunahara
Mrs. Midori Sunahara
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Suzuki
Mr. Bryan Swann & Ms. 

Allison Swann
Mrs. Tina Szeto-Nguyen
Mrs. Betty Tabata
Mr. & Mrs. Masaaki 

Tademaru
Mr. Harvey Tahara
Ms. Cristin Tahara-Martin
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Taira
Mrs. Shelley Takaha
Dr. & Mrs. Ernest Takahashi
Mrs. Fusako Takahashi
Mr. Jeffrey Takahashi & Ms. 

Krissy Hirai
Mrs. Hiroko Takamoto
Mrs. Adell Takata
Mr. Kenneth Takata
Mrs. Rose Takata
Dr. & Mrs. Norman Takeda
Mr. & Mrs. Osami Takeda
Mr. & Mrs. Yasuo Takegoshi*
Mr. & Mrs. Noboru Taketa
Mr. & Mrs. Mervin Tamai
The Late Mrs. Ai Tanaka
Ms. Barbara Tanaka*
Mr. Craig Tanaka
Mrs. Elizabeth Tanaka
Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Tanaka
Mrs. Jane Tanaka
Mrs. Kazue Tanaka
Mrs. Kiyoko Tanaka
Mr. Noboru Tanaka
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Tanaka
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Tanaka
Mrs. Shigeko Tanaka*
The Late Mrs. Tomi Tanaka*
Dr. Harriet Taniguchi, Ed. D
Mr. Haruo Tao 
Mrs. Toyoko Teraura
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew 

Tokeshi-Nitta
Mr. Hideo Tokunaga
Dr. Henny Toy & Mrs. Linda 

Tomoda-Toy
Mr. Gary Traganza
Mr. Johnny Tran & Mrs. 

Jenny Cuong
Mr. & Mrs. John Trolinger
Mr. & Mrs. Michael 

Tsuchida*
Mr. & Mrs. James Tsuda
Mr. Takashi Tsujita
Mrs. Gerry Tsukiji
Mrs. Kim Tsumura
Mrs. Umeko Tsushima
Mrs. Kathryn Tyson*
Mr. & Mrs. Clyde Uchida
Mr. Dennis Uchida

Ms. Marian Uchida
Mr. & Mrs. Mel Uchida
Mr. Roy Uda
Mr. & Mrs. Jared Ueda
Mrs. Evelyn Umeda*
Mrs. Fusaye Urakawa
Mrs. Amy Uyeda
Mrs. Kazuko Uyeminami
Ms. Terry Uyeminami
Mr. Satsuki Uyemori
Mr. Jordan Uyemoto
Mrs. Fuyuko Uyemura
Mr. Fred Uyeno
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Vandell
Mr. Motoki Wakabayashi
Mr. Paul Wakabayashi
Mrs. Etsuko Wakayama
Rebecca Warren
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Washino
Mrs. Cheryl Watanabe 
Mrs. Emi Watanabe
Mr. Michael Watanabe & Mrs. 

Dawn Nozaka
Mrs. Karen Weiss
Mr. & Mrs. Bradley Whyte
Dr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Wong
Mr. & Mrs. Wilfred Wong
Ms. Danielle Wood
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Wu
Mrs. Patricia Wu Borges
Mr. & Mrs. Kent Yabumoto
Mrs. Chieko Yagi
Mrs. Ellen Yamada
Dr. & Mrs. Gary Yamada
Jill Yamada & Wesley 

Namikawa
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Yamaichi
Mr. Brian Yamamoto
Mrs. Dorothy Satsuki 

Yamamoto
Mr. & Mrs. Eiji Yamamoto
Mr. & Mrs. John Yamamoto
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Yamamoto
Mr. & Mrs. George Yamamoto
Mr. & Mrs. Griffith Yamamoto
Mr. Hiroshi Yamamoto
Mr. & Mrs. Katsumi 

Yamamoto
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Yamamoto
Teru Yamamoto
Mrs. Sumiko Yamamoto
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas 

Yamamoto
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Yamamura
Mr. Kevin Yamamura
Dr. Rodney Yamamura & Dr. 

Tracey Okabe Yamamura
Mr. William Yamasaki
Mrs. Chiyoko Yamashita
Mr. & Mrs. Haruo Yamashita
Mr. James Yamauchi
Dr. Kenneth Yasuda*
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Yasuda
Mr. & Mrs. Bradley Yeargain
Mrs. Kim Yep
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Yokoi
Mr. Ken Yokota
Mr. & Mrs. Lance Yokota
Mrs. Irene Yokoyama
Dr. Ayanna Yonemura
Hisako Yoshikawa
Mr. & Mrs. John Yoshikawa
Mrs. Frances Yoshimiya
Mr. & Mrs. Ted Yoshimura
Ms. Jean Yoshizuka*
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Where Does 
Your Donation 
Go?
Brian Hatano

When you donate to the Buddhist Church of Sacramento, your tax-deductible 
contribution helps support the operation, maintenance and many programs of 
the temple. Likewise, your membership dues and income generated from our 

annual Bazaar in August help sustain the church throughout the year. Donations to the 
temple are placed in the General Operating Fund. You also may direct your donations to 
the church to benefit one of our many programs, such as Scouts, Dharma School, ABA, 
SBWA, Minister Assistants, or for a capital expenditure project.
You may also contribute to the Legacy Endowment Fund, which is a long-term 
investment in which the principal remains untouched — only the interest generated is 
used. The fund is managed by financial professionals and the LEF Board. Contributions 
to the fund help fulfill these needs in a timely manner without undertaking major 
fundraising or depleting general operating funds.
Specific needs include:
•	 Educational programs/scholarships for members, ministers, ministerial candidates 

plus perpetual or periodic scholarships
•	 Eitaikyo: Renovation and general maintenance of the temple shrine.
Of course, cash and checks are greatly appreciated, but your donations can be in the 
form of automobiles, and of distributions from IRAs, stocks and bonds. We also can take 
credit cards in the office. Click on the Amazon Smile logo on our website to enable the 
Betsuin to get a commission on your purchases on Amazon.
Thank you for your ongoing support of the Buddhist Church of Sacramento. Because 
of your generosity, we have a vibrant and active Sangha — one of the largest in the 
Buddhist Churches of America organization. Our rich legacy began with our founding 
in 1899, with the mission to sustain the temple for the present and generations to come.

Support the 
Betsuin through 
Amazon Smile

•	 Go to: smile.amazon.com.
•	 Log in or create a new account.
•	 Select “Buddhist Church of Sacramento” in the charity search box.
•	 Bookmark it, and shop away!
It doesn’t cost you anything and the temple gets a percentage of all qualified purchases.
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